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In the past few years it has frequently been reported that in Southeast Asian countries,
especially in Indonesia, villagers raising chickens have died of a very high fever and
pneumonia. The incidents are making scientists and watchers extremely nervous
because they might be the first sign of a new type of bird flu being transmitted to and
between humans, becoming a pandemic.

I think these reports are important for the whole world because if it really becomes
pandemic, it 1s very likely to Kkill tens of millions of people, and this is no exaggeration;
nearly 90 years ago when Spanish influenza spread around the globe, it killed more than
twenty million people, which made it impossible to continue the First World War.
Ironically, it was birds which partly contributed to ending the human war.

Because of the modern means of transportation, the flu this time could become

prevalent far more quickly. That is why we should be best, if not perfectly, prepared.
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