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When I was an elementary school student, I took part in my local fall
festival. In my neighborhood, every boy born and brought up there was
supposed to join in it at the age of seven. The practice for the festival began in
early September. We children were taught how to play the drum and gong in
the neighbor shrine. After the practice we were very happy to be served udon
noodles. While eating them, I would chat with the kids of my age and older
than me. Until then I had not been so friendly with them, but through the
practice and chat we became good friends. Besides, the neighbor adults who
took care of us taught us both good and bad things about the world
schoolteachers would never teach us. Through such experiences, I felt that

now I was a bit more mature.
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